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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY AND
EXCAVATIONS IN OMAN

Olas (8 4y ) clulinl) g Cila gal)

IN 1952 . THE AMERICAN EXPEDITION
FOR THE STUDY OF MAN ., UNDER THE
DIRECTION OF WENDELL PHILLIPS
CONDUCTED ARCHALEOLOGICAL
SURVEYS AND EXCAVATIONS ON
SEVERAL SITES SUCH AS  AL-BALID ,
KHOR RORI, AL MUGHSAYL AND SOHAR
IN NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN OMAN.
SINCE 1970. A SPECIAL CARE WAS GIVEN
TO ARCHAEOLLOGY , IN 1973 . THE
HARVARD ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY
GROUP WAS FIRST INVITED TO VISIT
OMAN. HAS LOCATED SEVERAL
SETTLEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO THE
THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C. IN 1974
BEATRICE DE CARDI DISCOVERED
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES EXTENDED
FROM IZKI1 TO IBRL
SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL HERITAGE &
CULTURE IN 1976 . PROGRAMS AND
PLLANS WERE MADE TO INTIATE A WIDE
OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF
EXCAVATIONS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SURVEY IN COLLABORATION WITH
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES AND
INSTITUTIONS IN ORDER TO BEGIN A
SYSTEMATIC ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK,
RESULTED IN REVEALING SEVERAL SITES
GRADUALLY DATED FROM THE STONE
AGE TO THE ISLAMIC PERIOD. THE
RESULT OF THESE DICOVERIES AND
WAS DOCUMENTED IN SCIENTIFICAL
RESEARCHES INCLUDED IN THE JOURNAL
OF OMAN STUDIES WHICH CONSIST OF
MANY ARCHAEOLOGICAL. ECOLOGICAL
AND HISTORICAL STUDIES ABOUT THE
SULTANATE OF OMAN. REGIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS ARE
GIVEN THE HIGHEST PRIORITY IN THIS
MINISTRY IN ORDER TO PRESENT THE
LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES
WHICH LEAD TO PROTECT THE SITES IN
THE SULTANATE . IN 1987 AND 1988
UNESCO INCLUDED BAHLA FORT AND

BAT IN THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST.
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ROCK ART

§ Jaal) il

ANCIENT MAN SPENT HIS TIME FOR IN
EXPRESSING HIS IMAGINATIONS
ABOUT HIS DAILY LIFE BY DRAWING
ON ROCKS, WHICH CONSIST MOSTLY
OF FIGURES OF HUMANS, ANIMALS AND
.ARTIFACTS

ROCK ART IS FOUND MAINLY ON THE
STEEP LIMESTONE WALLS IN THE
NARROW WADIS OF NORTHERN
MOUNTAINS IN OMAN, SPECIALLY AT
JABAL AL-AKHDAR. FIVE TECHNIQUES
ART WAS USED TO PRODUCE THIS
"PECKING, ENGRAVING, BAS- RELIEF,
"PAINTING, ROCKING-BLADE INCISION
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RAS AL-HAMRA IN MUSCAT
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THE FOURTH MILLENNIUM B.C. SITE
OF RAS AL-HAMRA DISCOVERED
DURING ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN
1970, BUT THE ACTUAL EXCAVATIONS
STARTED IN 1980 AND REVEALED THE
PRESENCE OF THE ACERAMIC
SETTLEMENTS FORMED BY SAND,
SHELLS, FISH- BONES , ASH AND COAL.
RAS AL-HAMRA REPRESENT THE
EARLY OMANI FISHERMEN
CIVILIZATION.

MOST OF THE FINDINGS CONSIST OF
FISHING TOOLS, SUCH AS, HOOKS
MADE OF SHELLS, NET-SINKERS MADE
OF STONE AND JEWELLERIES MADE

OF PEARLS AND SHELLS.
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BAT IN IBRI
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THIRD MILLENNUIM B.C. "BEEHIVE
TOMBS" IS A GOOD EVIDENCE WHICH
PRESENT THE IMPORTANT OMANI
EFFECIENCY IN USING THE
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNIQUES IN
BUILDING THE SETTLEMENTS AND
CEMETRIES IN BAT. THE SITE WAS
DISCOVERED IN 1972, WHILE ACTUAL
EXCAVATOINS CARRIED OUT
BETWEEN 1973-1979. MANY CEMETRIES
WERE DISTRIBUTED AS GROUPS
LOCATED IN BAT AND WADI AL-AYN.
BESIDE, SIX ROUND PLAN BUILDINGS
WERE DISCOVERED. EACH BUILDING
WAS SURROUNDED WITH DOUBLE
WALL WITH A WELL SITUATED IN THE
CENTER. FOR ITS HISTORICAL
IMPORTANCE, UNESCO INCLUDED BAT

IN THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST.
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RA’S AL-JINZ IN SUR
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A HARRAPAN PINKISH POTSHERD
BEARING A FOUR-SIGN INSCRIPTIONS
OF THE INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION
CONFIRMING THE CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIA AND
OMAN SINCE THE THIRD MILLENNIUM
B.C. IN 1985 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATIONS CONFIRMED THE

IMPORTANCE OF RA'S AL-JINZ
WHICH REVEALED FIVE PERIODS OF
HUMAN ACTIVITIES SUCH AS," THE
HOLOCENE PERIOD,THE FOURTH
MILLENNIUM B.C., THE BEGINNING OF
THE THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C., THE
SECOND MELLINNIUM B.C ANDTHE
IRON AGE". THE EARLY BRONZE AGE
(UMM AN-NAR PERIOD ) WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT PERIOD ON THE SITE.
SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS WAS VERY
WELL PRESENTED BY CHLORITE
STAMPSEALS, FRANKINCENSE BURNER
MADE OF LIMESTONE DATED TO (2200-
2100 B.C.), AN INTRICATELY DESIGNED
IVORY COMB, FISHING HOOKS, BEADS,

ORNAMENS AND POTTERY JARS.
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BAHLA
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THE PRE-HISTORIC SITE OF BAHLA WAS
DISCOVERED IN 1973 . THE EXCAVATIONS
WERE NOT STARTED UNTIL THE
BEGINNING OF 1980'S. STUDIES
CONCENTRATED ON THE BURIAL
CUSTOMS, COPPER PRODUCTION, THE
GEOGRAPHY OF THE REGION AND THE
ARCHITECTURAL METHODS USED IN
BUILDING BISYA. OCCUPATION
IN BAHLA WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO
DISTINGUISHABLE PERIODS:

1- SETTLEMENTS DATED TO THE MIDDLE
OF THE THIRD MELLINNIUM B.C. LOCATED
TO THE SOUTH OF WADI BAHLA BANK AND
TO THE NORTH OF AL-DHABI VILLAGE.
CEMETRIES ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST DUE
TO THE SINGLE BURIAL CHAMBER
SITUATED ON THE HIGH HILL.

2- SETTLEMENTS DATED FROM THE END
OF THE THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C. TO THE
BEGINNING OF THE SECOND MILLENNIUM
B.C. THE SETTLEMENT WAS LOCATED IN
THE AREA ALONG AL-DHABI VILLAGE TO
BISYA BORDERS . THE CEMETRIES WAS
BUILT INSIDE INSIDE THE SETTLEMENT
AND DISTINGUISHED BY THE PARTITION

DISCOVERED IN THE SINGLE CHAMBER.
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BAWSHAR IN MUSCAT

BAWSHAR IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS
CIRCULAR PLAN CEMETRIES WHICH IS
LINED WITH PEBBLES AND COVERED
WITH BOULDERS . THE SITE WAS
DATED TO THE FIRST AND SECOND
MILLENNIUM B.C

A 22 METERS CEMETRY
WASDISCOVERED,DIVIDEDINTO
SEVERAL SECTIONS DATED TO THE
EARLY IRON AGE (1200-200 B.C.) . THE
MOST IMPORTANT FINDS WAS AN IRON
SWORD, BRONZE ARROWHEADS, AND
ASSEMBLAGE OF STEATITE VESSELS
CUT INTO DIFFERENT SIZES AND
DESIGN. STEATITE IS A HEAVY
MATERIAL MIXED WITH A HIGH
CONSISTENCY OF CHLORITE, AND
COULD BE CUT AND DESIGNED SO
EASILY INTO DIFFERENT SHAPES OF
STRONG HOLLOW  WARE, WHICH
COULD BE KEPT IN GOOD CONDITION
FOR CENTURIES. THE FIRST USE OF
STATITE WAS IN BRONZE AGE.
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AL-MOYASSAR AND SAMAD ASH-
SHAN IN AL-MUDHAIBI
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AT
SAMAD ASH-SHAN CONCENTRATED ON
STUDYING THE BURIAL CUSTOMS OF THE
2ND MILLENNIUM B.C. THIS SITE WAS
DISCOVERED IN 1980 DURING
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY TO
ENCOMPASS COPPER PRODUCTION SITES ,
AL-MOYASSAR WAS AMONG THESE SITES
WHICH CONSIDERED AS ONE OF OMAN
RICHEST COPPER PRODUCTION SITES
DATED TOTHE THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C.
LARGE QUANTITIES OF SLAGS DISCOVERED
» AS WELL AS FURANCES FOR SMELTING
COPPER AND A CIRCULAR HOLES WHERE
COPPER WAS POURED INTO, TO FORM
COPPER INGOTS WHICH WAS EXPORTED
TO THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES . THREE

TYPES OF CEMETRIES WERE NOTED:*
SEPARATED MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

CEMETRIES* , CONTAINING POTTERY
JARS, BRONZE VESSELS, ARROWHEADS
AND SPEARS MADE OF BRONZE, CARNELIAN
BEADS AND STONE STAMPSEALS . WHILE IN
1989, A LATE IRON AGE CAMEL BURIAL
WAS DISCOVERED WITH A NECKLACE
HANGING DOWN FROM ITS NECK . THE
NECKLACE WAS MADE OF GLASS, SHELL

AND STONE BEADS.
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COPPER IN OMAN
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THE COPPER ABUNDANCE IN OMAN
CONSIDERED AS AN ESSENTIAL
ELEMENT OF CIVILIZATION THROUGH
THE HISTORY OF THE AREA. THE
SUMERIAN AND AKKADIAN TEXTS
MENTIONED THAT ” MAJAN*
WAS A SOURCE OF MINING AND
EXPORTING COPPER ABROAD . THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS
CONFIRMED THROUGH THE
DISCOVERING OF SEVERAL ANCIENT
MINES , FURANCES, AND COPPER
INGOTS THAT OMAN IS THE LAND OF

" MAJAN" WHICH WAS MENTIONED BY
THE SUMERIAN TEXTS AND APPEARED
IN "CARCHEMISH EPIC : " THE LAND OF
LIFE. "

CARBON 14 ANALYSIS CONFIRMED
THAT THESE MINES DATED BACK TO
2500 B.C. MINING SITES
CONCENTRATED IN WADI AL-JIZZI
SOUTH OF AL-BATINAH REGION SUCH
AS L’ASAIL , ‘ARJA, TAWI ‘UBAYLAH,
RIKAH AND WADI ANDAM.
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SOHAR

Jowa

SOHAR IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
TOWNS IN NORTH OF BATINAH REGION .
AL-IDRISI WAS AMONG THE HISTORIANS
WHO MENTIONED SOHAR . HE
CONSIDERED SOHAR AS THE ENTRANCE
TO CHINA . IN THE 12™° CENTUREY A.D.
SOHAR ENJOYED A FLOURISHED PERIOD IN
ITS ECONOMIC STATUS . THE SHIPS SAILED
FROM SOHAR COASTS WITH TRADE
GOODS TO CHINA . ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATIONS CONDUCTED IN 1982 ON A
SITE LOCATED INSIDE SOHAR FORT. A
SETTLEMENT WAS DISCOVERED DATED TO
PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD SHOWED THE
TRACES OF COMMERCIAL CONTACTS
BETWEEN SOHAR AND IRAQ ON ONE
HAND AND WITH THE SASSANIANS IN
PERSIA ON THE OTHER HAND . IN THE 15TH
CENTURY A.D. SOHAR FACED THE
COMMERCIAL DECLINE WHICH PUT AN
ALMOST TOTAL END TO THE
INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF SOHAR WHICH
WAS REVEALED VERY CLEARLY BY THE
STRATIGRAPHICAL PHASES.
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AL-BALID IN DHOFAR

THE TOWN WAS ESTABLISHED SINCE 4™
A.H. - 10™ A.D. CENTURY. IBN BATUTA WHO
VISITED AL-BALID REPORTED THAT MOST
OF THE PEOPLE WERE MERCHANTS AND
GREAT NUMBER OF ARAB HORSES WERE
SHIPPED TO INDIA WHILE COTTON AND
RICE WERE IMPORTED INSETEAD. HE ALSO
MENTIONED THAT THERE WAS
ABUNDANCE IN MOSQUES.

IN 1977, THE MINISTRY CARRIED OUT A
FIELD WORK TO ALLOCATE THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE IN THE TOWN,
PROTECT IT WITH A FENCE , AND RECORD
THE VAST RUINFIELD AS AN IMPORTANT
HISTORICAL FEATURE WITHIN THE
GENERAL PLAN OF THE MODERN AREA OF
SALALAH.

THE RUINS OF THE GRAT MOSQUE WAS AN
INTERESTING FEATURE REVEALED BY THE
EXCAVATIONS. THE TERRACE WHICH
SURROUND ALL SIDES EXCEPT THE
EASTERN PART, WAS BUILT AGAINST ITS
WALLS IN BETWEEN THE FLIGHTS OF
STEPS. ONLY THREE PILLARS REMAINED
AFTER THE COLLAPSING OF THE CEILING.
EXCAVATIONS CONFIRMED THAT AL-
BALID ENJOYED A FLOURISHED PERIOD IN
ITS ECONOMICAL STATUS AS A
COMMERCIAL CENTER.
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KHOR RORI IN DHOFAR
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THE SITE WAS NAMED SUMHURAM
("HIS NAME IS HIGH") . IT WAS
DISCOVERED AFTER THE SURVEY
CARRIED OUT BY WENDELL PHILLIPS
IN 1952 , WITH THE EXPEDITION OF
THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE
STUDY OF MAN . DURING THE
EXCAVATION WORK, A WALLED CITY
WAS DISCOVERED WITH AN ENTRANCE
{ LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
NORTHERN WALL. THE EASTERN AND
WESTERN CORNERS WHICH WAS
PROTECTED BY FOUR TOWERS,
CONFIRMED THAT THE FORTIFIED
CITY OF KHOR RORI WAS OCCUPIED IN
THE FIRST CENTURY B.C. IS
CHARACTERISED BY ITS BEAUTIFUL

ARCHITECTURE.

FIVE SOUTH ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS
DISCOVERED DURING EXCAVATIONS,
GIVE US EVIDENCE OF THE
FOUNDATION OF THE TOWN IN ORDER
TO CONTROL THE FRANKINCENSE
TRADE , WHICH WAS INCREASINGLY
DEMANDED BY MESOPOTAMIA, SYRIA,
EGYPT , GREECE AND ROME, DURING
THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST

CENTURY B.C.

RECENT SURVEYS CONCENTRATED ON
STUDYING THE GEOMORPHOLOGICAL,
AND GEOLOGICAL FEATURES OF THE
SURROUNDED AREA OF KHOR RORI IN
ORDER TO GET MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE ECOLOGICAL EFFECT
DURING THE HOLOCENE PERIOD. THE
COASTLINE WAS SURVEYED AND
MAPPED. THE STUDIES SHOWED THAT
THE SEA LEVEL WAS 2 METER
HIGHER THAN PRESENT DAYS, AND
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE WAS
EFFECTED BY THE WATER

PENETRATION.
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