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~ The site of Ubar is another highly significant center from which
» frankincense was exported by caravans to Syria and other parts
' of Arabia. Many ancient remains have been found in Ubar, includ-
ey |n% pottery, glass, frankincense-related wares, and pieces of a chess
? set. These remains are dated b¥_ archaeologists from the Southeast
& Missouri State University to the first century B.C. and early and mid-
7 dle Islamic eras.
The archaeological site of Al Balid is a medieval town that had con-
tacts with ports in China. India, Sind, Yemen. East Africa, Iraq and
Europe. Incense and frankincense were its main exports. The town is
surrounded by an ancient wall, with several gates and six towers.
Archaeological excavations in Al Balid revealed an old mosque with
(13_14 colurréns and a fort. Pottery, coins and other remains were also
iscovered.




. Location:
Governorate of Dhofar
Year of Inscription : 2000

Contents: The archaeological town of Al Balid and Khor Rory, and
the archaeological site of Ubar and Wadi Dokah

Objectives for Preservation:

The objectives for preserving these archaeological sites include
restoring them into their original conditions, carrying out archaeologi-
cal studies about their history, investing them culturally as well as
turning them into tourist destinations and treating them as a signifi-
cant source of the income of citizens.

Basic Information about the Frankincense Trade Route Site

These sites are significant because they are evidence of the ancient
frankincense and incense trade between eastern and western civi-
lizations. They are located in areas renown for cultivating the frankin-
cense tree which produce this much-prized, extremely precious com-
modity. It was transported by land and the sea which gave it an inter-
nationalli: prominence as a bridge of intercultural communication. In
Wadi Dokah in the area of Najd, the frankincense trees grow in abun-
dance. (}j(hor Rory was a main port from which frankincense was
exported.

Frankincense had many uses. It was burnt in temples and churches
and when sacrifices were offered. Ancient Egyptians also knew it and
used it in mummification and for sterilization and other medical pur-
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and guardrooms, each surrounded by two walls with a water well in
between, were also discovered.

These archaeological excavations were carried out by a Danish
archaeological expedition led by the archaeologist KAREN FRIFELT
between 1973-1979. Among the finds discovered are remains of pot-
tery pots similar to the pottery discovered at Jamdat Nasr in
Mesopotamia, high-quality red pottery decorated with black horizon-
tal lines, and other pottery with hangers to suspend them. soft stone
objects and a complete unharmed soft store vessel and three copper
artifects and were also discovered.

mbs go back to many century B.C. in the
chaeological town of Bat - Ibri.




" Location:
Al Dhahira Region
Year of Inscription : 1988

Contents: An ancient cemetery containing a large number of ‘bee-
hive’ tombs and of the Umm An-Nar style as well as ancient buildings
that go back to the third millennium B.C.

Objectives for Preservation:

Objectives for preserving this site include protecting its historical and
cultural significance, as well as developing it into a tourist attraction,
which will develop the lifestye of the communities living near to this
archaeological area.

Basic Information about the archaeological site of Bat

Bat is 30 km to the east of Ibri in the Dhahira region. It is located at
an intersection of ancient trade routes. It stretches across a vast geo-
graphical area to the northeast, where it is bounded by the Ain
archaeological site, and to the west, where the site stretches to the Al-
Ayn site, which is only 2 km away from Bat.

Archaeological excavations in the low land between the valley bed
and the high rocks found 2 km to the northwest of current inhabited
town. Excavations have unearthed tombs that resemble ones found
in Um-An-Nar, beehive tombs, as well as 2-5 burial grounds which
date back to the third millennium B.C. The first graveyard contains
around 100 tombs. Not far away from the first graveyard, there is
\nother d that contains around 200 tombs. Six watchtowers













Management of the Fort

The Ministry of Heritage and Culture has always acknowledged the
historical value of the fort and attempted to include this fort on the
world heritage List. It was inscribed in the List in 1987. In 1992, the
restoration works started. In addition, a plan to administer the project
was approved. The plan stressed the restoration of this monument to
its original form without harming its cultural features. It also stressed
that the restoration should depend only on local material and meth-
ods, which were used when the Fort was originally built. The Ministry
sought technical assistance of an expert UNESCO team. When the
restoration works are completed. The Ministry plans to invest in this
Fort culturally and as a tourist area. The Ministry also plans to restore
other historical buildings related to the Fort such as the Great
Mosque, the Old Souq and the historic Bahla Wall.




. The fort comprises a walled triangular building sur-
rounded by a mountainous out crop which formed a natural
barrier that keeps attackers from launching direct attack on it. The
¥ entrance leading to the external courtyard of the fort is found in the

southern wall which is 112 m long. The eastern wall is 114 m long
while the northwestern wall is 135 m long stretching from the northern
tower to Burj Al-reeh (the tower of the Wind).

This fort is one of the oldest forts. Its eye-catching appearance with
its high walls and towers make it the most beautiful building in Oman

The fort is surrounded by 12 km long historical wall, which was con-
structed to defend the town of Bahla. The wall has seven gates and a
number of watchtowers with guardrooms. In the nighborhood of the
fort stands one of the most famous ancient Omani mosques and also
the old Suq, which is a historical public market where traditional arti-
fact and agricultural products are sold. In addition, there are also
many traditional industrial workshops and ancient irrigation systems.

Archaeological Excavations

Because of the historical significance of Bahla Fort, a number of
archaeological excavation were carried out in the internal courtyard
by French and German archaeological missions. These missions
unearthed many remains belonging to different historical eras, includ-
ing soft stone vessels, old local pottery and a porcelain china. The
remains has shown that this site was one of ancient settlements in the




¢ Location :
Dakhiliyyah Region
Year of Inscription : 1987

Contents :
Bahla Fort the Great Mosque, Old Souq and the Historical
wall that surrounds the town

Objectives for Preservation :

Objectives for preserving this site include restoring the historical and
cultural site as well as using it as an economic source of income for
the inhabitants who are encouraged to settle in this ancient oasis and
revive their traditional industries, This inturn will help improve living
standards in the town itself.

Basic Information about Bahla Fort

The fort, which includes pre-Islamic parts, is located in the town of
Bahla. It is the first Omani site inscribed on the World Heritage List. It
was restored in different historical periods. In 1992, the Ministry of
Heritage and Culture started restoring the building with technical
supervision from UNESCO. Because it is one of the biggest historical
forts built with mud, completion of the restoration could take many

cll.
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